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DIA DE LOS MUERTOS CELEBRATION COMING TO MEMPHIS BROOKS MUSEUM OF ART, UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS
Two-day cultural event organized by Brooks, Danza Azteca Quetzalcoatl de Memphis, and members of the Memphis community 
Memphis, TN (August 16, 2011) – This October, the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, Danza Azteca Quetzalcoatl de Memphis, and members of the Memphis community are collaborating for a free, two-day Dia de los Muertos celebration on Saturday, October 29, and Sunday, October 30.

Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) is a traditional Mexican holiday that celebrates and honors friends and family members who have died. The mission of the Memphis event is twofold: to preserve and communicate the cultural heritage of Dia de los Muertos and its importance, and to strengthen the cultural identity of Memphis’ Latino community. 
Ofrendas (altars decorated to honor and please the returning souls) designed by the Latino community will be exhibited at the University of Memphis’ new Art and Communication Building, located at 3715 Central Avenue, Saturday and Sunday from 11 am to 5 pm. 
At the Brooks on Saturday, the community celebration will offer art-making activities, music, costumed performers, dance and theatre performances, and film screenings. Performers include CazaTeatro, Mariachi Guadalajara, and Danza Azteca Quetzalcoatl de Memphis. Memphians are invited to join the celebration by bringing a copy of a photograph of a deceased loved one to place on a community altar. Hours are 10 am to 1 pm, and admission is free. The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art is located at 1934 Poplar Ave., in Overton Park. 
Throughout the day, Mariachi Guadalajara and several Catrinas (opulently dressed skeleton figures based on José Luis Posada’s icon of death) will also appear at the Brooks. Other activities will include Sugar Skull face painting, hands-on art activities in the Rotunda, and screenings of animated short films. An exhibition of ofrendas made by area students will be on display in the education gallery. 

At 10:30 am and 12 pm, CazaTeatro will perform in the museum’s Dorothy K. Hohenberg Auditorium. The first bilingual theatre group in Memphis, Caza Teatro was founded in 2006. 
From 11 am to 1 pm, volunteers from the Latino community will host a papel picado workshop for children in the Brooks’ education studio. Papel picado (perforated paper) is a Mexican folk art made out of tissue paper cut into intricate designs and primarily used for Dia de los Muertos celebrations. 
At 1 pm, a performance by Danza Azteca Quetzalcoatl de Memphis on the Brooks Plaza will end the day’s Dia de los Muertos festivities. An independent project founded in 2002, Danza Azteca recreates the pre-Hispanic ritual of the sacred dance of ancestral people in Mexico.  

On Sunday, the Dia de los Muertos celebration will continue at the University of Memphis’ new Arts and Communication Building with musical, dance, and theatrical performances by CazaTeatro, Danza Azteca Quetzacoatl de Memphis, and Las Palomas, a female mariachi group. 
Schedule of events:

Saturday, October 29 at the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art
10 am to 1 pm: Art-making activities in the Rotunda


Sugar Skull face painting 


Mariachi Guadalajara 


Animated films


Student ofrendas exhibition in the Education Gallery
10:30 am: CazaTeatro performance in the Brooks’ Dorothy K. Hohenberg Auditorium

11 am to 1 pm: Papel picado workshop in the education studio

12 pm: Caza Teatro encore performance in the auditorium

1 pm: Danza Azteca Quetzalcoatl de Memphis performance on the Brooks Plaza

Saturday, October 29 at the University of Memphis’ Art and Communication Building

11 am to 5 pm: Exhibition of ofrendas open for public viewing

Sunday, October 30 at the University of Memphis’ Art and Communication Building
11 am to 5 pm: Exhibition of ofrendas open for public viewing

1 pm to 5 pm: Performances by CazaTeatro, Danza Azteca Quetzacoatl de Memphis, and Las Palomas
About the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art:

The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, located at 1934 Poplar Avenue in historic Overton Park, is the largest art museum in a three-state region of the American South. Over 9,000 works make up the Brooks’ permanent collection including ancient works from Greece, Rome, and the Ancient Americas; Renaissance masterpieces from Italy; English portraiture; American painting and decorative arts; contemporary art; and a survey of African art. For more information on the Brooks, and all other exhibitions and programs, call (901) 544-6200 or visit www.brooksmuseum.org. 
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MEDIA CONTACT: Andria Lisle, Public Relations Manager 


(901) 544-6208 or andria.lisle@brooksmuseum.org











