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BROOKS INTRODUCES ARTIST KIM THOMAS

Memphis College of Art graduate student to exhibit sculptural works and monoprints through January 15, 2012; gallery talk on December 1, 2011

Memphis, TN (November 9, 2011) – What do plastic shopping bags and handicraft have in common? Visit the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art and find out by experiencing the sculptural work of Kim Thomas in Brooks Introduces. Employing the traditionally feminine technique of crochet with plastic bags as her medium, Thomas transforms objects of mass consumption into uniquely textured large scale sculptures. Through her work, the artist comments on the environmental impact of consumerism. Monoprints, also created using plastic bags, serve as companion pieces to her three-dimensional works and reflect the deceivingly organic way man-made products pollute the natural environment.

“I have mentally assigned plastic bags as a negative symbol of the dark side of our consumer society,” Thomas says. “I am particularly interested in the way my soft sculptures mimic human consumption, which spreads over and suffocates the world around us; these works are abstract embodiments of this process.”

Thomas is currently pursuing her Master of Fine Art degree at Memphis College of Art (MCA). The exhibition is curated by Jenny Hornby, the Brooks’ assistant curator of education, who was impressed when she met Thomas at the Memphis College of Art (MCA) Annual Career Fair and Portfolio Review last April. “I was immediately drawn to the artist, because she uses untraditional materials and articulates her ideas clearly,” Hornby explains. “As Kim described her experience working with plastic shopping bags during her graduate studies, I became interested in organizing an exhibition that focused on her creative and artistic growth during this time.”

Brooks Introduces is an annual museum program, which highlights emerging and promising young artists attending or recently graduated from art school. Since its inception in 2002, the series has showcased the work of several up and coming artists from the Memphis College of Art, Rhodes College, and the University of Memphis. The exhibition, sponsored by a Jeniam Foundation grant administered through ArtsMemphis, is on view from November 23, 2011, through January 15, 2012. 

At 6:30 pm on Thursday, December 1, Thomas will give a gallery talk, which is included with regular museum admission. Visitors will be able to meet the artist and hear Thomas discuss her artistic process and growth over the last two years. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Brooks Introduces: Kim Thomas is sponsored by a Jeniam Foundation grant administered through ArtsMemphis. 

About the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art:
The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, located at 1934 Poplar Avenue in historic Overton Park, is one of the largest art museums in the American South. Over 9,000 works make up the Brooks’ permanent collection including ancient works from Greece, Rome, and the Ancient Americas; Renaissance masterpieces from Italy; English portraiture; American painting and decorative arts; contemporary art; and a survey of African art. For more information on the Brooks, and all other exhibitions and programs, call (901) 544-6200 or visit www.brooksmuseum.org. 
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